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Abstract:

The linguistic approach continues to offer solutions to
some of the challenges faced by researchers in the field of
literature and literary criticism. It is thus not surprising that
collaboration has emerged between linguistics and literary
studies. Stylistics is one of the most prominent outcomes of this
collaboration. In an effort to move away from subjective
judgments, stylistics has incorporated statistics in the analysis of
literary works. Consequently, stylistic studies have become an
objective alternative to literary criticism. In the modern era,
computer-based statistics have become central to many
disciplines, leading to the development of stylistics that relies on
digital corpora.

This study selects Ghazal poetry in the poems collection
of Baha’ al-Din Zuhayr as its subject. It is worth noting that
Baha’ Zuhayr reached a high status among the poets of the
Ayyubid era. He was born in 581 AH / 1185 CE in Mecca and
moved as a child to the city of Qiis in Upper Egypt, and later to
Cairo. He passed away in 656 AH / 1258 CE in Cairo.

The nature of the study required preparing Zuhayr's
Diwan (poetry collection) as a computerized corpus. The total
number of words in the Diwan is approximately 40,000, with the
Ghazal words alone comprising around 20,000 words, excluding
other poetic purposes. The abundance of texts provided by this
corpus offers a valuable opportunity for researchers to tes

t the validity of critics' assessments of the poet’s work.
The researcher presented some differences between previous
studies, which relied on manual statistics, and this study, which
utilizes computerized corpus-based statistics. However, this
does not preclude the integration of manual methods and
computational procedures to determine the nature of the poet's
style.
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The study aims to identify the stylistic features of Ghazal
poetry in Baha’ al-Din Zuhayr’s collection. He was known
among critics for the simplicity of his style. Accordingly, the
study addressed a criterion for measuring stylistic simplicity,
which is associated with repetition. The researcher developed a
computational method for measuring repetition rates that can
be applied to any linguistic text, through comparison between
vocabulary diversity and frequency. The study showed that
Baha’ Zuhayr’s style tends toward repetition, thus
characterized by ease and clarity.

The study also examined the poetic lexicon of Ghazal in
Baha’ Zuhayr’s work, revealing his most commonly used words.
The word love (hubb) emerged as the most frequently used term,
in comparison to other expressions such as passion (‘ishq),
infatuation (ghiram), longing (shawq), yearning (wajd), and
others.
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