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Abstract:

This study examines the issue of social marginalization as a
structural human phenomenon manifested in dramatic
literature, through a comparative application to two plays
stemming from distinct cultural milieus: The Cherry Orchard
by Anton Chekhov and The Dugri Family by No’'man Ashour.

The research seeks to uncover the various representations
of marginalization in both texts, analyzing the psychological and
social dimensions surrounding marginalized characters, while
elucidating the transformative forces that reshaped both family
and class structures within each play.

In Chekhov’s The Cherry Orchard, the crisis of
marginalization is embodied in the decline of the Russian
aristocracy and the simultaneous rise of the working classes.
The aristocratic characters are portrayed in a state of denial and
nostalgia for the past, whereas the marginalized ascend to
occupy the center. In contrast, Ashour’s The Dugri Family
depicts the marginalization of the Egyptian middle class,
fractured and destabilized in the wake of the erosion of
patriarchal authority. Here, marginalization extends to
encompass female voices, such as Karima, who epitomizes the
oppressed woman; male voices, such as Ahmed, reflecting the
waning of masculine authority within the family; and the figure
of ‘Ali al-Tawwaf, who symbolizes the silenced voice of the
people—burdened with carrying others while reaping no
reward.

The findings of the study demonstrate that marginalization
is not confined to the lower classes but permeates all social
strata, manifesting in multiple forms—psychological, social, and
gendered. It further underscores that marginalization is a social
practice of exclusion, which may or may not be articulated
discursively. Rather, it constitutes a socio-historical
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phenomenon within the broader dynamics of human action and
reaction, ultimately rooted in class-based and epistemological
disparities.

Keywords:
Representation; Marginalization; Postcolonialism;

Chekhov; No’man Ashour
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