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Abstract:

The poetic image is considered a distinguishing feature
that sets one poet apart from another, highlighting their
uniqueness. It serves as the central element in the necklace of
creative components within the Arabic poem. It is also one of
the most significant argumentative tools the poet employs in
order to persuade the audience or compel them to submit and
accept without actual conviction. This impact may even
extend to altering the recipient’s behavior, intellectual stance,
or emotional state. This is achieved through the interplay of
logical arguments, the stimulation of deep emotions, and the
careful selection of words that meld into poetic expressions,
prompting the audience to engage with the event or embrace
the poet’s visions, issues, and ideas.

Accordingly, this research sheds light on the study of “The
Argumentative Function of Imagery in the Satirical Poetry of
Hammad ‘Ajrad "Apragmatic Approach" , based on the
strong presence of argumentation and its various mechanisms
in the realms of human communication, influence, and
interaction. It also highlights its ability to unlock the
complexities and codes of poetic discourse by revealing the
persuasive dimension of satirical imagery in his poetry.
Through this, the poet sought to establish interactive
communication with the audience, aiming to influence,
persuade, and assert his argument—even across differences in
time and place.

This research also aims to explore the argumentative
mechanisms that Hammad “Ajrad relied upon in crafting his
satirical  imagery—namely  simile, metaphor, and
metonymy—as well as the argumentative relations upon
which the poet built his ideas and visions. It further seeks to
identify the linguistic argumentative techniques and the
pragmatic techniques, particularly the argumentative
connectors, and to assess their effectiveness in embodying the
argumentative orientation of the poetic self.
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The research arrived at a set of findings, the most
important of which is the embodiment of argumentative
mechanisms that Hammad ‘Ajrad relied upon in shaping his
satirical imagery—namely, simile, metaphor, and
metonymy—as a strategic intellectual tool used by the creative
self to convince the audience that the satirized subject,
regardless of their identity, indeed deserves blame and
ridicule. The study demonstrated HammadA jrad’s mastery of
a progressive argumentative style, moving seamlessly from
one image to another in the service of persuasion, with a
coherent sequence of premises and conclusions, and a skillful
blend of logic and satire. His arguments are grounded in
ostensibly neutral reasoning, yet they culminate in striking
conclusions that amplify the satirical impact on the audience,
Imbuing it with a rhetorical depth that transcends mere
emotional response to achieve both persuasion and creative
influence.

This research adopts the pragmatic approach, as
argumentation is considered a pragmatic mechanism aimed at
persuading the other. Accordingly, this approach highlights
the intentions and objectives of the argumentative text and
seeks to reinforce them, attempting to persuade the recipient
of the issues presented in the text and to influence their
emotions, as well as their intellectual and psychological stance.

Keywords:
Argumentation, Poetic Imagery, Satire, Apragmatic,

Hammad ‘Ajrad.
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