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Abstract:

semiotic theory has emerged as an analytical tool for understanding
symbols and meanings in various fields, including religious rituals. This
research aims to explore the semiotic significances of prayer in the Qur'an
and Sunnabh, highlighting the depth of symbols and meanings embedded in
this act of worship.

This study focuses on analyzing the semiotic symbols associated with
prayer, viewing it as an act of worship that combines actions and words
with profound meanings. From ablution, which serves as psychological and
spiritual preparation, to facing the Qiblah, symbolizing unity and
orientation towards Allah, to bowing and prostration, which reflect
complete submission and humility before His greatness.

Prayer, as depicted in the Qur'an and Sunnah, is a comprehensive act
of worship that carries spiritual dimensions far beyond its outward
performance. The use of the term "establishment™ (Igamah) in the verses
emphasizes diligence and seriousness in performing prayer. Prostration,
on the other hand, is described in the Qur'an as the closest state a servant
can attain to their Lord. As the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
said: "The closest a servant comes to their Lord is when they are in
prostration, so make abundant supplication.”

In the Sunnah, prayer is described as light, as highlighted in the
hadith: "Prayer is light."" This semiotic analogy underscores the
significance of prayer in refining the soul and illuminating the believer’s
path in both this world and the Hereafter.

Beyond verbal expressions, the physical postures of prayer carry
profound symbolic meanings. Standing in prayer signifies standing
humbly before Allah, bowing represents submission and obedience, and
prostration reflects the utmost humility and servitude. Additionally, facing
the Qiblah symbolizes the collective unity of Muslims and illustrates
absolute obedience to Allah.

The study concludes that prayer is not merely a physical ritual but a
profound act of worship where every component and action is imbued with
symbolic meanings that connect the servant to their Creator. It integrates
physical purification with spiritual cleansing, embodying the highest forms
of submission and devotion. The research also highlights the importance of
semiotic studies in providing a deeper understanding of the hidden symbols
in Islamic acts of worship.
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