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The Compensatory hda in the Structures of Two-
Letter Roots:
A Morphological and Semantic Analysis
in Light of Lisan al- ‘Arab
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Abstract:

Given the widespread phenomenon of compensation in
Arabic morphological structures when a certain change
occurs, a long with the diverse and varied methods used to
signify such modification, including the addition of ha (<) at
the end of a modified structure (known as the compensatory
ha), this study aims to examine the concept of compensation
and the function of this ka through a morphological and
semantic analysis in light of Lisan al- ‘Arab by Ibn Manziir.

This study examines over sixty structures in which one of
the three radicals has been replaced by ha. It systematically
analyzes each structure, detailing its meaning, etymology, and
morphological derivation. The aim is to uncover the
compensatory role of ha and to elucidate its function and
significance within these linguistic forms.

Key Findings of the Study:

« The compensatory ha is introduced to replace a deleted
root letter in triliteral structures, with the majority of
such structures being verbal nouns (masadir) of weak
verbs, though some are derived from sound roots.

« The compensatory ha can replace the first radical (fa),
the second radical (‘ayn), or the third radical (lam).
When it replaces the first radical, which is a waw, it is
analogically applied to verbal nouns of the
pattern fi‘lah. Similarly, its use in structures of the
pattern fa lah is interpreted as aligning with fi lah.

o Arabic grammarians express divergent opinions
regarding the identification of the deleted letter and its
exact position in some structures. Traditional Arabic
grammarians often deduce this through indirect means,
such as pluralization, diminution, and derivation.

o Many structures containing compensatory ha can be
pluralized using regular sound plurals (waw and
niin or alif and ta), while some also allow broken
plurals (jam ‘ taksir). However, certain structures are
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only pluralized using sound plurals and do not permit
broken plural formation.

« Ibn Manzir occasionally omits specifying the function
of ha within a structure, whereas other linguists
explicitly identify it as compensatory ( iwad).

Keywords:

Feminine ha, compensation, deletion, Two-Letter Roots,
Morphology, Semantics, Lisan al- ‘Arab Dictionary.
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