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The Arabic language and cultural bridging
(A model of Kalila and Dimna between the eloquence
of narrative and its educational goals)
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Abstract:

The book “Kalila and Dimna” is classified among the
pearls of narrative heritage, and is considered a model to be
emulated in literary prose, which expressed reality and did not
lack imagination. It is a central or main story, the events of
which are sequenced within overlapping sub-stories, and
loaded with moral dimensions. It has political and educational
significance. Its events were narrated by humans, animals,
and birds, and the book is included in political literature. Its
stories aim to refine morals, purify souls, and reform society.
Its formulation was not limited to narrative narration, but
rather extended to poetic systems and theatrical form.

After the researcher relied on the descriptive analytical
method, the study came out after the introduction in three
sections: The first section (the book as a cultural bridge)
consisted of three points: the circumstances of writing the
book, Ibn al-Mugqaffa’ between writing and translation, and
Arabic from (a language transferred to) to (a language
transferred from). The second section (on narrative form/
structure) consisted of four points: the narrative structure of
the book, the narrative narration of the book, the ingenuity of
the beginning of the book’s stories, and the cognitive content
and its aesthetic manifestations. The third section (on the
content/ educational dimension) consisted of four points:
wisdom is the motivation for writing the book, the educational
dimension of the book, the system of moral values that the
book establishes, and the impact of the book’s stories on
subsequent literature. In addition to a continuation of two
points, the first of which is: On the opinion of Muhammad
Rajab al-Najjar on the Arabism of the book according to some
modern theories, and the second: The book’s status as magic.
Finally, a summary of the results and recommendations.

Keywords:

Arabic language - civilization - translation - Kalila and Dimna
- story - narration - rhetoric - education
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