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Abstract:

This study deals with the phenomenon of teaching cultural
elements in Arabic language classes for non-native speakers at
American universities. It focuses on analyzing a specific
cultural element teaching modern Arabic dialects alongside
al-Fusha for non-native speakers at Indiana University in the
United States. The study aims to examine the effectiveness of
the educational curriculum that focuses on cultural
competence and embodying this competence in writing skills
in particular, and reveals the extent of the impact of teaching
dialects, as an important cultural element in connecting the
learner to linguistic reality, on writing and speaking skills,.
The study applies the descriptive and analytical approach to
examine the phenomenon from the field, and to identify its
true dimensions by describing the methodology of activating
cultural elements in teaching Arabic at Indiana University in
general and teaching dialects in particular. It then analyzes
samples of writings by students studying at different levels in
the program. This approach reveals the nature of the presence
of colloquial words and phrases in students' writings and the
strategies followed in teaching writing in Arabic language
classes for non-native speakers at Indiana university. The
study assumes that teaching dialects, despite its importance in
linking the learner to the cultural and social context of the
target language, is one of the problems that lead to weak
writing skills among non-native Arabic speaking students.
This paper will attempt to provide a clear vision of some
solutions that can improve writing skills and limit the impact
of teaching dialects in Arabic classes abroad. It simulates a
clear linguistic model that enables the learner to achieve
cognitive and cultural competence in the four language skills.

Keywords: Arabic culture, Arabic for non-native
speakers, Classical and colloquial Arabic, writing skills.
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