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Abstract:

This paper deals with the two thresholds (title and
introductory speech) in the books: Al-Durrah al-Fakhrain the
proverbs of Hamza al-Asbahani, Jamhurat al-Akhbarah al-
Akhbarah by al-Askari, and Majma’a al-Akhbarah by al-
Midani, where he reviewed the theoretical aspects related to
the two thresholds, in terms of definition, function, and
architecture: He reviewed the theoretical aspects related to
the two thresholds in terms of definition, function, and
architectural structure, especially for the introductory
discourse, whose elements were numerous and varied in a way
that constitutes a basic entrance to enter the world of the text;
ancient Arab writers took care of this discourse because it
represents the preliminary elements of the main topic
addressed by the author, and it was found that this discourse
started from the religious orientation of the author, and in
accordance with the general custom of adhering to the formal
preamble, then engaging in the rest of the elements that are
keys to the book in terms of the methodology, sources, and
criticism of the author. The author's methodology, sources,
and criticism revealed that they were subject to the time factor
within the framework of addition and artistic maturity, as was
evident in al-Midani's introductory discourse compared to the
discourse of al-Asbahani and al-Askari: The functions of this
discourse varied between: appointment, advertising,
seduction, persuasion, education, communication... all of
which serve to benefit the recipient and facilitate the way for
him to reach the desired goal of the book; thus, the role of the
recipient in the midst of this discourse is no less than the role
of its creator, and perhaps this is what calls for the need to
read and analyze this discourse as an introductory threshold
necessary to deal with and understand the body of the text.

Key Words:
Proverbs, title, introductory discourse, text thresholds,
Hamza al-Asbahani, al-Askari, al-Midani.
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